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lowa’s unemployment rate increased
to 3.3 percent in November. The
state’s jobless rate was 3.1 percent
one year ago.

The state’s total unemployment level
increased to 57,200 in November from
56,000 in October.

The U.S. unemployment rate de-
creased to 3.7 percent in November.
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The 2022 average weekly benefit for
regular Ul was $460. The 2022
average weekly wage for Ul covered
employment was $1,100. The average
benefit has been running at about 41
percent of the average wage.

The exception was 2020 when the
pandemic resulted in more layoffs in
lower wage industries. This caused
the average weekly benefit to drop in
2020.

e Businesses added 4,700 jobs in November.
This increase is the second consecutive
gain with 7,300 jobs added since
September.

e Construction firms added 1,800 jobs and
gained 3,100 jobs in the last three months.
Prior to this, construction had layoffs and
shown weakness over the summer months.

e Education and health care advanced by
1,500. Most of the hiring was related to
health care and social assistance.

e Financial activities added jobs (+1,000).
Insurance carriers and related activities
helped fuel this increase (+400).

e Professional and business services shed
the most jobs in November (-1,000).
Administrative support and waste
management fueled the declines.

e Over the past twelve months, 10,300 jobs
have been added to lowa payrolls. Health
care and social assistance have added the
most jobs (+8,500) followed by
manufacturing (+3,000). Conversely,
professional and business services have
pared the most jobs of an sector (-7,400).

¢ Nationally, the U.S. gained 199,000 jobs in
November. The largest gains were in health
care (+77,000) and government (49,000),
and manufacturing (+28,000).
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