
CAREER EXPLORER 

w o r k f o r c e . i o w a . g o v / c a r e e r - e x p l o r e r  

Step 1: Go to workforce.iowa.gov/career-explorer 

LEARN ABOUT JOBS IN YOUR AREA 

A USER’S GUIDE: 

Step 2: Choose the area 

you want to see your job 

information based on, by 

either clicking the green 

‘State of Iowa’ button to see 

statewide  level           

information. OR 

by clicking a county in the 

map to see information 

specific to the region that 

county belongs to. 

After you select your 
area you will be taken to the 

next page called, ‘Select Your 
Job’, where you can choose 

the job you’re interested in.  

The next page of this user’s 
guide will give you details on 
how use the ‘Select Your Job’ 

page. 

 

https://workforce.iowa.gov/career-explorer
https://workforce.iowa.gov/career-explorer


Step 1: Click the arrow  

next to the job list filter to 

find and select your job. 

*IF you want to view 

information for an area other 

than the one you originally 

chose, you can change it on 

this page, through the 

’Change Your Area’ drop-

down menu. 
Once you select your 
job all of the information on 

this page will  

auto-update and will be 

specific to that job. 

This includes: 

• The wages you can earn 

• The number of openings 

for this job 

• The education and training 

you will need. 

• The type of work this job 

does 

• ALSO, you can watch a 
video about this job by 

clicking the play button.  

* 

D 

 

Click here to  

download 

**For more details on how to download and print, 
go to the last two pages of this guide. 

‘SELECT YOUR JOB’ TAB OF THE EXPLORER 

Step 2: Click the dark green arrow to be taken 

to the next page, where you can see top skills 

related to this job as well as similar jobs to 

consider. 

The next page of this user’s guide will give you 

details on how use the ‘Skills & Similar Jobs’ page. 

At anytime, if you want to download/print 

the info you see, and take it with you, you can 
do so by clicking the Click Here to Download** 

button. 



Step 1: If you want to 

change the job that you’re 

viewing information for you 

can change it at any time 

through the job list drop-

down menu. 

This page, will show you 

the top skills needed for the 

job you selected on the 

previous page.  

It will also provide you a 

short list of similar job titles 

that you may be interested 

in. 

Step 2: If you’re interested 

in viewing employers in your 
area, you can click this link 

on the page to view  

IWD’s Employer Database 
(workforce.iowa.gov/edb/
data). This database can be 
searched by area (county or 
city) and by the industry of 
the employer; and it will 
show you where the 
employers are located as 
well as contact information 

for each employer listed. 
 

Click here to  

download 

**For more details on how to download and print, 
go to the last two pages of this guide. 

‘SKILLS & SIMILAR JOBS’ TAB OF THE EXPLORER 

Step 3: If you’re ready to begin searching 

for a job you can click this link on the page 
and it will take you to IowaWORKS.gov, 
which has a job board where you can search 
for job openings in the job title of your 

preference, in your area. 
 

The next page of this user’s guide will give you 

details on how use the ‘Compare Jobs’ page. 

Click the green arrow in the bottom right 

corner to be taken to this page. 

At anytime, if you want to download/print 

the info you see, and take it with you, you can 
do so by clicking the Click Here to Download** 

button. 

https://workforce.iowa.gov/edb/data
https://workforce.iowa.gov/edb/data
https://www.IowaWORKS.gov


Click here to  

download 

**For more details on how to download and print, 
go to the last two pages of this guide. 

‘COMPARE JOBS’ TAB OF THE EXPLORER 

Step 1: If you want to 

change the area that the 

information is being shown 

for, you can change it through 

the ‘Change Your Area’ drop

-down menu. 

Step 2: The job title you 

chose on previous pages will 

be auto-selected on  

this page. By using the drop-

down of the ‘Add Jobs to 

Compare’ filter you can add 

more jobs to this page. After 

you’ve selected the ones 

you’re interested in, click the 

Apply button at the bottom 

of the filter. It’s recommended 

you choose no more than five jobs 

at a time, for the best viewing 

experience. 

This page allows you to 

compare  t he  wages , 
education and training, and 
the  expec ted year ly 
openings for each job that 

you choose. 

At anytime, if you want to download/print the info you see, and take it with you, you can do so by 

clicking the Click Here to Download** button. 

The next page of this user’s guide will give you 
details on how use the ‘Advanced Exploration’ 

page.  

To get to this page, you must click the tab titled, 
‘Advanced Exploration’ which you will see at the 
top of your screen. In this example, it’s circled in red, 

above. 



Step 1: Select the location 

you want your career 

information to be specific to. 

Step 2: *IF you want to limit 

the jobs available to choose 

from in the Job List, you can 

apply any or all of these 4 

filters below: 

•     This filter allows you to see 
only Hot Jobs (high demand & 

high wage jobs) in the Job List  

•     This filter will limit the jobs 
shown in the Job List to only 
those which would qualify for 
covered tuition, should you 
pursue skills for this job at a 

community college. 

•      If you’re only interested in 
seeing jobs that are STEM 
( s c i e n c e ,  t e c h n o l o g y , 
engineering, and mathematics) 

related, then turn this filter on. 

•       Interested in jobs with an 
a s s o c i a t e d  R e g i s t e r e d 
Apprenticeship? Then turn this 

filter on. 

*BUT, if you want to see a 
full Job List, then DO NOT 

USE any of these filters. 

Step 3: Do you want to  

limit the Job List based on   
an education requirement    
or wage? You can do this 

through these 2 filters. 

Step 4: Now choose your job from the Job List. Once you do, all of the information on the screen will 

change to show you information specific to that job. You can even watch a video about the job by clicking 

the play button       above.  

‘ADVANCED EXPLORATION’ TAB OF THE EXPLORER 
This tab allows you to view everything from the previous tabs (except the ‘Compare Jobs’ tab) all on one page. It also 

offers additional filters you can apply, which are explained below 

Click here to  

download 

At anytime, if you want to download/print the info you see, and take it with you, you can do so by 

clicking the Click Here to Download** button.                 For more details on how to download and 

print, go to the last two pages of this guide. 



**For more details on how to download and print, 
go to the last two pages of this guide. 

‘VETERAN RESOURCE’ TAB OF THE EXPLORER 

At anytime, if you want to download/print the info you see, and take it with you, you can do so by 

clicking the Click Here to Download** button. 

Click here to  

download 
The next page of this user’s guide will give you 

details about the ‘Skill Descriptions’ page.  

To get to this page, you must click the tab titled, 
‘Skill Descriptions’ which you will see at the top of 
your screen. In this example, it’s circled in red, 

above. 

This page allows 

individuals  who are active 

military or veterans to 

determine which ‘civilian’ 

occupation title (represented 

by SOC Title) best aligns with 

their Military Occupational 

Specialty (MOS) or Military 

Occupational Code (MOC). 

Step 1: To find your MOS/

MOC in the table apply any 

or all of these filters, as 

needed.  

Each filter that is applied will 

reduce the number of options 

that appear in this table. 

Once you’ve determined 

which SOC Title best aligns 

with your MOS/MOC, you 

can look up that job title on 

the previous tabs/pages of 

this tool, which will allow you 

to gather wage, education 

and training, and job 

opening information. 



**For more details on how to download and print, go to the next page of this guide. 

‘SKILLS DESCRIPTIONS’ TAB OF THE EXPLORER 

This page allows you to 

look up specific skills to get 

additional description of the 

skill. 

Step 1: Choose the skill or 

skills from the Select Skills 

drop-down menu. The default 

is for all of the skills to be 

selected. Narrow this list by 

unchecking the (All) option 

and then clicking ‘on’ each 

skill that you’re interested in.  

IF you want to 

download and print the 

skills that are most 

related to you and your 

job of interest, then you 

will want to select only 

those skills in the drop-

down menu. This 

updates the table to 

show you only those 

skills and then they will 

be visible in your 

download. 

At anytime, if you want to download/print the info you see, and take it with you, you can do so by 

clicking the Click Here to Download** button. 

Click here to  

download 



HOW TO DOWNLOAD & PRINT FROM THE EXPLORER 

Click here to  

download 

There are 2 ways to download/print. Those different options are detailed on this page 

and the next. 

Option 1: Click the ‘Click Here to Download’ button on the screen, which looks like this:  

 

 

 

 After clicking this button, a pop-up window will appear titled Download PDF  

 (see image below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In this pop-up window, under the first section called: ‘Include’, the default choice is ‘This 

 View’. 

• If you choose this option, and then click the blue ‘Download’ button a PDF will be 
downloaded to your device of a single page showing exactly what you see on your 

screen at the time of downloading. 

 The other options, if you click the drop-down arrow, are ‘Specific sheets from this 

 dashboard’ and ‘Specific sheets from this workbook’ (see image below). 

 

 

 

 

• If you choose the ‘Specific sheets from this dashboard’ option, then you will see 
another menu where you can choose specific items on the screen you are currently 
viewing to be downloaded (and not the entire screen itself). 

• THIS OPTION IS NOT RECOMMENDED AS IT CAN HAVE FORMATTING ISSUES. 
IF YOU ARE ONLY INTERESTED IN DOWLOADING INFORMATION YOU ARE 
CURRENTLY VIEWING, A BETTER CHOICE IS TO CHOOSE ‘THIS VIEW’. 

• If you choose the ‘Specific sheets from this workbook’ option, then you will see 
another menu where you can choose which pages (tabs) you want to download.  You 
can download each page/tab of the tool if you choose or you can select just the 
pages that are of most interest to you. When you click the Download button you will 
get a single PDF with all of the pages you selected. 

• As a default only the first page/tab is selected. You will need to scroll through 
the list and click on any other page you want in your download. 

Once you have downloaded your chosen file to your device. You can print from that 

document (PDF). All pages are formatted to fit to an 8.5”x11” sheet. 



HOW TO DOWNLOAD & PRINT FROM THE EXPLORER 

Option 2: Click the download icon at the bottom of the tool’s screen (see image below):  

 

 

 After clicking this button, a pop-up window will appear (see image below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 Select ‘Image’ from this menu. After clicking ‘Image’ a download will automatically 

 begin. 

 

 The main difference in choosing to download an image rather than a PDF: 

• A PDF will show you the default view of every screen (based on your selections in the 
filters). You can also choose to download multiple screens into one document (as 

detailed on the previous page) 

• An Image, will essentially download a screen shot of whatever you are currently 
viewing. So, if you’ve scrolled down into the middle of a table (such as the table on 
the Skills Descriptions page/tab) then an Image download will capture what you are 
currently viewing—in the middle of that table—rather than the default of the table 

that is scrolled to the top, which is what a PDF will do. 

• An Image download is restricted to one screen/tab at a time and is only really 

useful if you’re trying to capture the middle of a table. 

 
 

Once you have downloaded your chosen file to your device.  

You can print from that image file. 


