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Contacts

Ann Hoeppner
Grants Program Coordinator 
Iowa Office of Apprenticeship 
Ann.Hoeppner@iwd.iowa.gov

Melanie Johnson
IWD Grants Administrator
Iowa Workforce Development
Melanie.Johnson@iwd.iowa.gov
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Award Overview



Award and Funding
• The purpose of the Iowa Registered Apprenticeship Development Fund (84F) is 

to provide financial assistance to new apprenticeship programs in high-demand
occupations or new expansion high-demand occupation programs. The 
applicant sponsors must have 20 or fewer apprentices.

• The State of Iowa has appropriated $760,000 for FY2026 to support the growth 
of registered apprenticeship programs in high-demand occupations.

• This is a reimbursement grant, up to $25,000 may be awarded. The expenses 
that will be reimbursed are those that directly serve the apprentice and the 
apprenticeship program. Documentation of each expense will be required.



Eligibility



Eligibility to Apply
 Sponsor must have a new apprenticeship program in a high-demand occupation 

that has been registered in the RAPIDS Apprenticeship database system in the 
2025 calendar year (January 1st, 2025 – December 31st, 2025).

 Sponsor must have at least one apprentice registered in the RAPIDS Apprenticeship 
database on December 31, 2025, with a status of Registered or Completed

 Sponsor must have twenty (20) or fewer apprentices registered in their 
apprenticeship program as of December 31, 2025.



Eligibility to Apply
 More than 70 percent of Sponsor’s apprentices must reside in Iowa (based on 

apprentice address in RAPIDS) and the remainder of the applicant’s apprentices must 
be residents of states contiguous to Iowa.

 Intermediary Sponsors with national programs must have their physical address in the 
State of Iowa, as verified by their W9 to be eligible.

 The applicant/apprenticeship sponsor cannot receive funding from both the 84E 
Apprenticeship Grant and the 84F Apprenticeship Grant at the same time

 Applications must be submitted through IowaGrants.gov utilizing the approved and 
provided forms by February 2, 2026 at 2pm. 



High Demand Occupation List



Reimbursement



Reimbursable Expenses
 Reimbursement of wages for the registered apprentice(s) while participating in on-the-job 

learning
 Related Instruction tuition and associated fees for actively registered apprentices
 Related instruction materials (e.g., textbooks, curriculum, etc.) for actively registered 

apprentices
 Instructor salaries while at least one apprentice is actively registered in the RAPIDS 

database.
 Registered Apprenticeship single purchase of equipment/supplies not exceeding $5,000.00
• Items such as, but not limited to:

 Tools
 Protective apparel or materials (e.g. PPE, gloves, uniforms)
 Laptops/Tablets



Reimbursement Vs. Eligibility Period
• An eligible Sponsor must have had at least one apprentice with a status of

Registered or Completed on December 31, 2025.
• A sponsor can submit reimbursement for expenses accumulated between 

July 1, 2025- June 30, 2026, while there was an active apprentice.

Expense Timeframe
Apprentice Eligibility 

Timeframe

January 
2025

December 
2025

July 
2025

June 
2026

September 
2026

Award 
Confirmation 
Spring 2026

Reimbursement 
Submission Window



Application Process



How do I apply?
• Applicants must submit applications electronically via IowaGrants.gov.
• IWD recommends that applicants create an account and begin the application in 

advance of the deadline.
• For registration guidance, refer to “IowaGrants.gov New User Registration 

Instructions” (see Appendix A of the Notice of Funding Opportunity, NOFO).
• The applicant’s authorized representative must be the person who submits the 

application.
• The authorized representative must be using his or her own IowaGrants.gov account 

to sign and submit the application.
• Official email communication from IWD regarding this application will be issued from 

the Iowa Office of Apprenticeship.
•  Applicants are required to assure these communications are received and responded 

to accordingly.



What is required in the application?
General Information:
• Program Contact Name
• Program E-Mail Address
• Legal Organization Name (as shown on your W-9)
• Business Address (No P.O Box)
• RAPIDS Program #
• Agreement/Checkbox to fulfilling Environmental & Worker Safety Affidavit
• Agreement/Checkbox of Employed at Iowa Work Site
• Agreement/Checkbox of Use of Apprenticeship Development Fund

Grant specific Information:
• Budget of Expenditures (entered in the application)
• Budget Narrative Attachment (paragraph explaining how you will use the funds)
• Optional Letter of Support (separate attachment)



IowaGrants.gov



IowaGrants.gov
New Account Set-Up



IowaGrants.gov



IowaGrants.gov



IowaGrants.gov



IowaGrants.gov



84F Sponsor Application



84F Sponsor Application



Upload Attachments



Filling Out Budget Form



Filling out Budget Form



Budget Form

Example: 
Our organization spent approximately $49,000 in
apprentice wages from July 1, 2025 to December 31,
2025, for our two active apprentices. We are requesting
a $25,000 award to partially reimburse the wages paid.

We will use the 84F award to offset these previous 
expenses, which will ensure our company can continue
to grow.

Budget Narrative
On a separate document, write a paragraph 
describing how you plan to use the awarded 
funds. 

Expense Item Amount
Requested

Additional 
Amount Paid 
by Sponsor

Apprentice 1 Wages $12,500 $11,500

Apprentice 2 Wages $12,500 $12,500

TOTAL $25,000 $24,000



Budget Form

Example: 
We are requesting reimbursement for apprentice wages, 
tuition and tools. We paid $25,000 for apprentice wages 
between July 2025-December 2025 and are requesting 
$15,000 to help offset that cost. 
As you can see, we paid a total of $10,000 in tuition to 
the community college for our apprentice. We are 
requesting reimbursement of $5,000 of the tuition. 
Also, we are requesting reimbursement for the $5,000 
in tools and supplies purchased for our apprentice. This 
$5,000 includes tools, boots, hard hat and protective 
vest; all supplies that allowed the apprentice to be 
productive on their first day of on-the-job learning.

Budget Narrative
In a separate document, write a paragraph 
describing how you plan to use the awarded 
funds. 

Expense Item Amount
Requested

Amount 
Paid by 
Sponsor

Apprentice Wages $15,000 $10,000

Tuition and Fees $5,000 $5,000

Materials and Tools $5,000

TOTAL $25,000 $15,000



Submitting the Application



Application Scoring



Scoring of Application

**Minimum of 65 
points is required to 

be considered



Next Steps and Timeline



Next Steps
1. Re-read the explanation and information about the 84F Grant on the Iowa Office 

of Apprenticeship website at https://workforce.iowa.gov/apprenticeship/funding/84f

2. Sign up for an IowaGrants.gov account at www.iowagrants.gov

3. Calculate your expenses for your Registered Apprenticeship Program and 
determine what your requested funding will be.

4. In a Word document, write your Budget Narrative, which is a paragraph explaining 
how or what you are reimbursing

5. In www.iowagrants.gov, complete your application and upload your  Budget 
Narrative. 

https://workforce.iowa.gov/apprenticeship/funding/84f
http://www.iowagrants.gov/
http://www.iowagrants.gov/


Timeline
Dates Actions
Monday, February 2, 2026 @ 2PM Grant Application closes
February 2026 Grant Scoring and Review
March 2026 Anticipated Grant Award Announcement from IWD

April 2026 • Contracts Signed and Returned to IWD
• Post-Award Webinar explaining reimbursement request 

process
May 2026 Post-Award Webinar explaining reimbursement request process

June 30, 2026 Last day expenses are eligible for reimbursement
September 30, 2026 Last day to submit a reimbursement request. Reimbursement 

requests submitted after September 30, 2026 will not be paid. 



QUESTIONS?



Contact

Ann Hoeppner
Grants Program Coordinator 
Iowa Office of Apprenticeship 
Ann.Hoeppner@iwd.iowa.gov 
515-725-3665

mailto:Ann.Hoeppner@iwd.iowa.gov
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